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THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER  
SCOTT M. STRINGER  

 
 

August 21, 2015 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
 

Dear Mr. President:  

This June, nearly 46 years after violent protests erupted at the Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village, the 
nation’s LGBTQ community won a historic victory when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down all 
remaining bans on same-sex marriage. The decision affirmed, once again, that the Constitution’s 
guarantee of equal protection applies to all Americans.  

Three days later, thousands of New Yorkers marched down Christopher Street in the annual NYC Pride 
March, celebrating a hard-fought victory. But it was also a day to remember those who didn’t live to see 
this victory—including many of the patriots who took a brave stand against discrimination and 
oppression at the Stonewall Inn in 1969. After all, it was their courage that launched the movement for 
LGBTQ rights. 

Earlier this year, our City’s Landmarks Preservation Commission honored their legacy by designating 
the Stonewall Inn as a New York City landmark—the first time the commission designated a site 
primarily for its significance to LGBTQ history. But while this was a welcome step, Stonewall’s legacy 
clearly transcends New York City. 

I believe we must begin the process of preserving and protecting our shared cultural history by 
designating Christopher Park—the plaza outside the Stonewall Inn—as a National Monument. I am 
writing to ask that the National Parks Service commence a study of this proposal. We are confident that 
it will pass muster as worthy of a National Monument, and request that you issue an Executive Order 
making it a reality. 

The Stonewall Uprising wasn’t just a catalyst for the LGBTQ civil rights movement. It signified another 
moment in the history of American social justice when a small group of marginalized people stood up 
and sent a clear message that their rights must be respected. A federal designation for Christopher Park, 
which is currently City-owned, would enable this site to take its place along similar places of historical 
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significance in New York City—from Castle Clinton and the Statue of Liberty to Governors Island and 
the African Burial Ground.  

Mr. President, you eloquently linked the battles for civil rights from Seneca Falls to Selma to Stonewall 
in your second inaugural address. Now, you can strengthen this linkage by issuing an Executive Order 
designating Christopher Park as a National Monument. I would be pleased to work with you in 
supporting this worthy endeavor, and I look forward to your response.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Scott M. Stringer 
New York City Comptroller  
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September 18, 2015 
   
The Honorable Barack Obama  
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
  
Dear Mr. President:  
 
As elected officials who represent constituents throughout New York State, we urge you to 
designate a new national monument recognizing the significance of the Stonewall Rebellion to our 
nation’s history. The creation of a National Monument in New York City would significantly 
advance the goals of including the stories of LGBT Americans and honoring their struggle for equal 
rights.  
 
The Stonewall Inn and Christopher Park in New York City’s West Village served as the site of the 
1969 rebellion that signified a major turning point in LGBT history. At the time, a few brave 
individuals stood up and demanded an end to police harassment, arrests, and raids targeted at 
known LGBT establishments. These actions, often referred to as “the Stonewall Riots,” raised 
awareness of the unequal treatment of the LGBT community, and have come to symbolize the start 
of the modern LGBT civil rights movement worldwide. 
 
The system of National Parks in the United States tells the story of some of the most iconic aspects 
of our culture and history. Our National Parks provide the opportunity to celebrate and learn about 
our Country’s past, preserve our historic spaces, and bring a spirit of pride to the communities that 
helped shape this great Nation. A Stonewall National Monument would be the first unit in the 
National Parks system dedicated to the LGBT community. We applaud the National Park Service 
(NPS) for undertaking the LGBT Heritage Initiative, which is an important review of ways to 
incorporate places and events associated with the story of LGBTQ Americans into the narratives 
presented through our National Parks. 
 
After public hearings and discourse, Manhattan Community Board 2, which represents the local 
area, has expressed unanimous support for partnering with the NPS to recognize the significant 
events through the creation of a National Monument. We request that you designate a Stonewall 
National Monument to preserve and protect this important history.  
 
Sincerely, 
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September 9, 2015 

   

 

The Honorable Barack Obama 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

  

Dear Mr. President,  

 

As openly LGBT members of the New York City Council, we urge you to designate a 

new national monument in recognition of the Stonewall Rebellion and its significance to 

our nation’s history. The National Park Service does not yet have a monument to honor 

the civil rights struggles of LGBT Americans, and this would be the ideal location to 

create the first of its kind. 

  

The 1969 rebellion at the Stonewall Inn and the surrounding areas of Christopher Park 

and Christopher Street was a seminal moment in American civil rights history. It marked 

a turning point, after which LGBT Americans would no longer tolerate government 

imposition on their personal lives, and no longer abide harassment, unconstitutional 

arrests, and surprise police raids. 

 

The creation of a national park would ensure that this legacy of defiance and justice lives 

on in future generations. A monument there will allow future generations of Americans to 

learn about the obstacles that honest and decent Americans had to overcome because of 

an unjust system. The geographic landscape of New York City, like so many other parts 

of our nation, is constantly changing, and without a national parks designation, it is 

possible that the physical features of this historic place may be lost to time. That is why it 

is so important that we create this national monument, and ensure that Christopher Park 

can be visited by those who wish to feel a deep connection to the important events that 

occurred there decades ago. 

   

We applaud the National Park Service (NPS) for undertaking the LGBTQ Heritage 

Initiative, an important review of ways to incorporate LGBT stories into the narratives 

presented by the agency. A Stonewall National Monument would be an excellent choice 

for the first monument in the National Parks system dedicated to this community.  
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The movement for this designation has garnered significant local support. Manhattan 

Community Board 2, which represents the local area, has expressed its unanimous 

support for partnering with the NPS to recognize these significant events. This letter 

demonstrates the resolve of the New York City Council's LGBT Caucus to similarly 

support the national recognition of this historic site by the National Parks Service. We 

hereby request that you designate a Stonewall National Monument to preserve and 

protect this important history.  

 

Sincerely, 
 

  

  
 
Daniel Dromm   Corey Johnson   Carlos Menchaca 
District 25   District 3   District 38 
 

  
Rosie Mendez   Ritchie Torres   Jimmy Van Bramer 
District 2   District 15   Majority Leader, District 26  
 

 

 
 

 
 


