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STATE OF ALABAMA 
 

March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Terri Sewell  
United States House of Representatives 
2201 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congresswoman Terri Sewell, 
 
As Governor, I would like to voice my strong support for a Black Belt National Heritage Area for 
the state of Alabama. I was born and raised in the heart of the Black Belt of Alabama. In my 
hometown of Camden, folks help one another. Neighbors are neighbors, and you're taught 
by parents and teachers alike to do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Growing up 
in Wilcox County prepared me to be the leader I am today by instilling in me the value of hard 
work and the golden rule.  
 
When we invest in our Black Belt, we’re making an important investment in the future of Alabama. 
The establishment of a Black Belt National Heritage Area will bring even wider attention to the 
rich history and culture of the area in a way that compliments the recent establishment of civil 
rights sites championed by the state. I understand that there is broad bipartisan backing for the 
legislation in the House and the Senate and I offer my support and encouragement of the legislation 
to be introduced in the coming months. 
 
Understanding the Black Belt and recognizing how the footsteps of diverse human experience have 
tracked the natural diversity of this basin for millennia, is essential to understanding the American 
experience. Important cultural and heritage sites, such as the Lowndesboro School, Tent City, 
Freedom House, and Holy Ground will receive further attention and recognition through a Black 
Belt National Heritage Area. 
 
As a daughter of the Black Belt, I urge you to help make this special place I call home a Black Belt 
National Heritage Area.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kay Ivey 
Governor  
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March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Richard Shelby 
United States Senate 
304 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Shelby,  
 
As Governor, I would like to voice my strong support for a Black Belt National Heritage Area for 
the state of Alabama. I was born and raised in the heart of the Black Belt of Alabama. In my 
hometown of Camden, folks help one another. Neighbors are neighbors, and you're taught 
by parents and teachers alike to do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Growing up 
in Wilcox County prepared me to be the leader I am today by instilling in me the value of hard 
work and the golden rule.  
 
When we invest in our Black Belt, we’re making an important investment in the future of Alabama. 
The establishment of a Black Belt National Heritage Area will bring even wider attention to the 
rich history and culture of the area in a way that compliments the recent establishment of civil 
rights sites championed by the state. I understand that there is broad bipartisan backing for the 
legislation in the House and the Senate and I offer my support and encouragement of the legislation 
to be introduced in the coming months. 
 
Understanding the Black Belt and recognizing how the footsteps of diverse human experience have 
tracked the natural diversity of this basin for millennia, is essential to understanding the American 
experience. Important cultural and heritage sites, such as the Lowndesboro School, Tent City, 
Freedom House, and Holy Ground will receive further attention and recognition through a Black 
Belt National Heritage Area. 
 
As a daughter of the Black Belt, I urge you to help make this special place I call home a Black Belt 
National Heritage Area.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kay Ivey 
Governor  
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March 23, 2021 
 
The Honorable Thomas Tuberville 
United States Senate 
B40A Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Tuberville,  
 
As Governor, I would like to voice my strong support for a Black Belt National Heritage Area for 
the state of Alabama. I was born and raised in the heart of the Black Belt of Alabama. In my 
hometown of Camden, folks help one another. Neighbors are neighbors, and you're taught 
by parents and teachers alike to do unto others as you would have them do unto you. Growing up 
in Wilcox County prepared me to be the leader I am today by instilling in me the value of hard 
work and the golden rule.  
 
When we invest in our Black Belt, we’re making an important investment in the future of Alabama. 
The establishment of a Black Belt National Heritage Area will bring even wider attention to the 
rich history and culture of the area in a way that compliments the recent establishment of civil 
rights sites championed by the state. I understand that there is broad bipartisan backing for the 
legislation in the House and the Senate and I offer my support and encouragement of the legislation 
to be introduced in the coming months. 
 
Understanding the Black Belt and recognizing how the footsteps of diverse human experience have 
tracked the natural diversity of this basin for millennia, is essential to understanding the American 
experience. Important cultural and heritage sites, such as the Lowndesboro School, Tent City, 
Freedom House, and Holy Ground will receive further attention and recognition through a Black 
Belt National Heritage Area. 
 
As a daughter of the Black Belt, I urge you to help make this special place I call home a Black Belt 
National Heritage Area.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kay Ivey 
Governor  
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